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The Center for Southwest Research (CSWR) is committed to preserving the records of American Indian grassroots activists and activist organizations from the Southwestern U.S. and other parts of North America.  These records are of use to students, scholars, and tribal members seeking to better understand the work of these activists and organizations.  But the records also contain extensive documentation for those studying the community issues of American Indians and others, including land, water, health, religious freedom, and environmental pollution.  Many of these collections also document the extensive networking between local, regional, national, and international groups.
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National Indian Youth Council, c.1970.  PICT 000-703.
For further details and inventories of these collections, please go to the 

Rocky Mountain Online Archive 

 http://rmoa.unm.edu

American Indian Oral History Collection, 1967-1972.  MSS 314. 17 rolls, microfilm.

Oral history interviews, 1967-1972, done as the Southwestern portion of the “Doris Duke” project.  Pueblo, Navajo, and “Miscellaneous” transcribed interviews. Miscellaneous series includes a few non-SW tribes, and commentaries on 1968 Indian Civil Rights Act, Red Power movement, occupation of Alcatraz, UNM Kiva Club, NCAI conference, and other education and Indian rights matters. Also, newspaper clippings on various topics.
Carol Sullivan Wounded Knee Papers, 1966-2000.  MSS 659 BC.  1 box. 

Papers of anthropologist who did extensive research on American Indian Movement, especially occupation of Wounded Knee.  Russell Means, Leonard Crow Dog, and Leonard Peltier are among the prominent figures represented. Photographic material at 000-659.
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“Resistance at Big Mountain,”

Robert A. Anderson American Indian 
Roger A. Finzel American Indian

Sacred Lands Project Collection.

Movement Papers.


Movement Papers.
Eda Gordon Papers, 1974-2002 (bulk 1974-1983).  MSS 764 BC.  1 box +.  


Collection documents lawyer Eda Gordon’s work on issues relating to energy development, exploitation of native lands, Navajo-Hopi land dispute, and tribal sovereignty.
Frank I. Sanchez Papers, 1951-1999 (bulk 1970-1996).  MSS 612 BC.  94+ boxes.

Chicano community activist’s papers include newspapers, newsletters, and other materials from Native American activist organizations. Also includes significant material on NM political redistricting involving Native Americans.  

John Redhouse Papers, 1972-2006.  MSS 780 BC.  2 boxes.  


Papers document longtime Indian rights activist Redhouse’s work on Native American (particularly Navajo) environmental and sovereignty issues throughout the past 35 years.
Kay Cole Papers, 1971-1992.  MSS 556 BC.  9+ boxes.

Majority of collection represents Kay Cole's involvement with Dennis Banks and American Indian issues.  Series include materials relating to D-Q University, the American Indian International Tribunal, Dennis Banks Defense Committee, and many other American Indian causes and organizations.  Photographic material at 000-556.

National Indian Youth Council Records, 1935-2000 (bulk 1961-1993). MSS 703 BC. 31+ boxes.  American Indian rights organization founded in Gallup in 1961, works in the U.S. and throughout the Western Hemisphere to preserve and establish the rights of indigenous peoples. Records reflect NIYC activities in voting rights protection, American Indian religious freedom issues, political participation projects, treaty rights protection, international work, immigration, resource development, employment, education, and discrimination.  Oversize series contains variety of newspapers and newsletters.

Navajo-Hopi Land Dispute Documents, 1854-1984.  MSS 442 BC.  7+ boxes.

Collection of Jim Wright and Merlene DuBre documenting the plight of the refugees created by the Navajo-Hopi Land Settlement Act of 1974. Primarily 1970s and 80s materials.

Robert E. Robideau American Indian Movement Papers, 1975-1994.  MSS 557 BC. 30 boxes.

Papers relate to Robideau’s life-long work as an AIM activist. Subjects include the Robideau, Darell Butler, and Leonard Peltier trials for the 1975 shooting of federal agents at Pine Ridge, SD.  The papers contain FBI files, court records, audio tapes, correspondence, and defense committee materials, as well as Native American newspapers and other materials relating to American Indian activism and activists, including Anna Mae Aquash.

Robert L. Anderson American Indian Movement Papers, 1973-1996. MSS 695 BC.  3 boxes.

Papers of activist Bob Anderson relate to contemporary Native American issues.  FBI files and other material pertain to AIM and Leonard Peltier, Russell Means, Dennis Banks, Ward Churchill, Anna Mae Aquash, Tim Giago, Clyde and Vernon Bellecourt, and others.

Roger A. Finzel American Indian Movement Papers, 1965-1995 (bulk 1973-1979).  

MSS 711 BC.  4 boxes.  Attorney Roger Finzel’s collection documents activities of the American Indian Movement, including the takeover of Wounded Knee.  Includes materials on sovereignty, land, water, health and education issues.  Also 5 photos at PICT 000-711. 

Sacred Lands Project Collection, 1894-1988 ( bulk 1984-1988). MSS 617 BC.  9 boxes.

Research and oral histories generated by the Sacred Lands Project which culminated with Anita Parlow's book, Cry Sacred Ground: Big Mountain U.S.A., documenting Navajo and Hopi resistance to the 1974 Relocation Act.
Shirley Hill Witt Papers, 1610-1984.  MSS 591 BC.  4+ boxes.

Papers of Dr. Witt, first Native American woman in U.S. to receive a PhD, and member of Akwesasne Mohawk Nation.  Materials include those from her work as consultant to the Potawatomie, Ottawa, and Chipewa tribes for their cases before the Indian Claims Commission, as well as newspapers and subject files on variety of Native American issues.

Tonantzin Land Institute Records, 1911-2000 (bulk 1981-1997).  MSS 666 BC.  47 boxes.

Records document the organization’s work on land, water, sovereignty, and community organizing in the United States and internationally relating to indigenous peoples’ rights.  Sovereignty series includes extensive materials on U.S. tribes and indigenous peoples’ issues and alliances across the Western Hemisphere.  Other material relates to Petroglyph National Monument, the United Nations, and youth initiatives.

Underground Newspaper Collection, 1967-1993.  MSS 514 BC.  92 boxes.

Contains over 300 alternative press newspapers published 1967-1975, including Akwesasne Notes and a few other American Indian publications.  
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