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Introduction: Slide 1: Title Page
My presentation explores the multiple identities of three historic buildings--all documented by architectural drawings housed in the Center for Southwest Research. Preserving historic drawings is fundamental to the continued use of buildings across the Southwest. Patrons, architects in particular, often refer to original drawings when working on historic buildings. While I have worked on numerous projects as a fellow, I have decided to focus on three buildings I described this year in finding aids. These aids allow the public to access information about our collections online. They are: the Santa Fe Post Office, The Wool Factory in downtown Albuquerque and the Montezuma Hotel in Las Vegas. Each one of these significant structures is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. In the process of conducting research on these buildings, I was struck by a common denominator: while all three have changed over the years, they still retain their architectural integrity. In short, as built environments, these three exteriors reflect the original vision of their designers/architects. Although today’s occupants may not be aware of this history, it lives on nonetheless.      

Slides 2 and 3: This image compares a postcard of the original post office to a photograph of post office employees at the turn of the century. In 1920, the United States Treasury Department ordered the constructed a new building for the Santa Fe Post Office on Cathedral Place in Santa Fe. The building was finished in 1922. The estimate for the concrete and brick structure was $200,000, but an April 1, 1922 article in The New Mexican quoted the cost as $300,000. Located directly across from Saint Francis Cathedral, the design included two open courtyards. Constructed in the Pueblo Revival style, it was converted to the Federal Building in the 1960s. Slide 3: In 1991, an Act of Congress transferred ownership of this building to the Institute of American Indian Arts. The building went through extensive remodeling and is now the site of the Institute of American Indian Arts Museum at 108 Cathedral Place. This museum is dedicated to advancing the discourse, knowledge and understanding of Native American art. While the exterior is recognizable, the interior is repeatedly transformed by shifting walls and new exhibitions. 
Slides 4 and 5: The second building I want to discuss is the Wool Warehouse, designed to headquarter the business of sheep rancher/entrepreneur Frank Bond in 1929. Located at 502 1st Street NW, The Wool Warehouse was declared a National Historic Landmark in 1978. Designed in 1928 by T. Charles Gaastra, architect of the Monte Vista and Eugene Field Elementary Schools, the Wool Warehouse is a two-story brick, 40,000 square foot building. Sheep rancher and entrepreneur Frank Bond built the warehouse in 1929 to headquarter his New Mexico business. According to historian V.B. Price, the warehouse interior was “wonderfully and eccentrically, endowed with thirty-six Egyptian-like columns around which, in the warehouse heyday, could be stacked with as much as five million pounds of wool.” This building ceased operating in 1972 and became a repository for city of Albuquerque records until 1974. In 1982, the firm of Mitchell/McClure architects created detailed plans to remodel the building, all of which are housed in our collection. The Wool Warehouse is now utilized for offices and performances in The Wool Warehouse Theater. Slide 6: A CSWR photograph (ca. 1910) of wagons transporting huge bags of untreated wool.   

 Slide 7: The last building I want to discuss is the Montezuma Hotel. It first opened its doors to guests in 1883. Built by the Atchison, Topeka and the Santa Fe Railroad, the hotel attracted visitors via luxurious accommodations and natural hot springs, well known for their curative powers. From 1881-1883, the Montezuma Hotel was designed and construction overseen by the renowned architectural firm of Burnham and Root. Known for designing  private houses for the Chicago elite, office and apartment buildings, railroad stations, warehouses, schools, hospitals, and churches. In addition to the Montezuma Hotel, they gained recognition by designing the plan for the World’s Columbian Exposition (the Chicago World’s Fair) in 1891.Their buildings are known for their innovative structural components, detailed surface treatments, and the handling of interior and exterior volumes. Due to the vision of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Re Railroad, the hotel could be accessed by train at the entrance to Gallinas Canyon. In close proximity to a set of natural hot springs, this railroad venture capitalized on nature by piping mineral water into the hotel. The waters were praised for their curative powers, and the hotel soon became a draw for wealthy Easterners suffering from tuberculosis and other ailments. The hotel dining room, framed in stained glass windows and decorated by elaborate chandeliers, could accommodate five hundred guests. The resort attracted famous visitors, such as Emperor Hirohito and President Theodore Roosevelt, who hosted a reunion for his indomitable Rough Riders. Constructed of shingles, wood and sandstone, it was the only hotel of its time to be lit entirely by electricity. Known for its medieval turrets and a tall, conical-shaped tower, the building is sometimes referred to as “Montezuma Castle." The hotel was built against a mountain, with two wings dedicated to guest rooms and staff quarters. Despite its size, the building projected a rustic, almost residential feel—a gigantic log cabin of sorts.
Slide 8: The Montezuma Hotel has a difficult history. In 1884, it went up in flames, was rebuilt and was nearly burned to the ground again in 1885. Unfortunately, eight guests died in the fire. The hotel was rebuilt a third time and called “The Phoenix.” Later, new owners restored the hotel to its original name. In 1903, the Montezuma Hotel closed and the building was used occasionally until 1922. At this point, the Baptist Church of New Mexico obtained possession and the building was reincarnated as Montezuma College. Plagued by financial problems, brought on by the Great Depression, the school closed its doors in 1931. The building again stood vacant for several years, until the Catholic Church purchased it in 1936. At this time, the Jesuits assumed residency and the hotel became a seminary, where young men were trained for the priesthood until 1972. The building then sat empty for a decade--subject to vandalism and decay. However, the Jesuits made a little money renting the building out as a set for the low budget horror movie The Evil in 1978.

Today, the Montezuma Hotel houses the Armand Hammer United World College. In 1981, the hotel was purchased by industrialist and philanthropist Armand Hammer for use as a United World College. In 1997, it was placed on the list of America’s Most Endangered Places by the National Trust for Historic Preservation. In 2000 and 2001, the school invested over ten million dollars to restore the building, and it has won awards as one of the great historical restorations in the United States. It is also the first historic property west of the Mississippi to be designated one of "America's Treasures" by the White House Millennium Council. While many of the building’s magnificent interior and exterior details were restored, modern touches were added, including two eight-foot glass sculptures designed specifically for the hotel’s enormous dining room by artist Dale Chihuly. Today, the United World College offers free tours of the building.

Conclusion: Slide 9
These buildings tell very different stories about architectural preservation/restoration and how buildings can be salvaged to meet new needs. Like many cities throughout the nation, the late 60s through the 70s marked a time of destruction. To appease changing tastes, far too many historic buildings met the wrecking ball. In Albuquerque, one of the most notable is the Alvarado Hotel. It seems ironic that the façade of today’s train station is modeled after the exterior of the Alvarado. Fortunately, the three buildings I have discussed: The Santa Fe Post Office, the Wool Warehouse and the Montezuma Hotel have all avoided demolition by fulfilling new roles. The post office is now a museum, the Wool Warehouse functions as a theater, and the Montezuma Hotel lives on as a college.            
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