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The CSWR has many collections and materials of use to university and community researchers exploring New Mexico land grant history and law. The geographic area covered by most of this land grant information is Central and Northern New Mexico and Southern Colorado.

This is a guide to selected sources only.  Check the LIBROS online catalog <http://libros.unm.edu/> 

for complete book and serial holdings.  Ask in CSWR Anderson Room for finding aids to non-book materials. Locations given are for CSWR copies only.

SUBJECT HEADINGS
Land grants -- New Mexico




Alianza Federal de las Mercedes

Land grants -- New Mexico -- History



Indians of North America -- Land tenure

Land grants -- New Mexico -- [various subdivisions]

Pueblo Indians -- Land tenure

Land tenure -- New Mexico

See also:  subject entries under “Land grants--New Mexico--History.”

Specific land grant names may also be used as subject headings.  

In addition to subject searches, keyword searches using names or subject terms may be useful.

SECONDARY SOURCES
General Books
Bowden, Jocelyn Jean, Private Land Claims in the Southwest, 6 vols. Thesis.  Dallas, TX: Southern Methodist University, 1969.  CSWR Anderson KF 5675 B6 1969a.  
A good place to start.  Extensive history and controversies of grants in the U.S. - Mexico borderlands under Spain, Mexico and the U.S.  Most grants in New Mexico, Colorado and Arizona, arranged by counties. Maps, footnotes, bibliography, appendix.  Includes references for land grant cases appealed from the Court of Private Land Claims to the U.S. Supreme Court.
Dunbar-Ortiz, Roxanne. Roots of Resistance : A History of Land Tenure in New Mexico, foreword by Simon J. Ortiz.  Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2007.  CSWR HD 211 N6 O77 2007.

History of northern New Mexico land ownership, 1680-present.  Shows how Pueblo and Hispano farming communities adapted and preserved their fundamental social and economic institutions.
Ebright, Malcolm, ed., Land Grant Pueblo Histories.  Guadalupita, NM:  Center for Land Grant 

Studies, 2005, 21 vols.  CSWR HD 243 N5 L 35 2005

Summaries of twenty-one individual New Mexico land grants.  Summaries bring together and analyze land grant documents and secondary sources with citations throughout.  This is an ongoing project with summaries to additional land grants added as they become available.
Ebright, Malcolm. Land Grants and Lawsuits in Northern New Mexico. Albuquerque:  University of New Mexico Press, 1994.   CSWR Anderson KFN 4055 E27 1994.

Examines the history of land grants from Spanish era to present-day. Land and water lawsuits. Extensive bibliography; glossary of terms. Online at http://www.netlibrary.com/Details.aspx
Westphall, Victor. Mercedes Reales: Hispanic Land Grants of the Upper Rio Grande Region. Albuquerque:  University of New Mexico Press, 1983.  CSWR Anderson HD 243 N5 W47 1983.

Scholarly resource covers major topics on land grants in New Mexico. Appendices include lists of private land claims; bibliography lists selected collections in numerous archives.
Journals
New Mexico Historical Review, 1926 - present.  CSWR Anderson F 791 N65  

Articles on New Mexico land, water and legal issues, and selected land grants.  January 1982 issue contains a bibliography of books and theses about New Mexico land grants.

UNM and in-library users only:


NMHR is indexed on “America: History & Life” on UNM library database webpage: 


<http://elibrary.unm.edu/articles/databasesindexes.php> 


NMHR online, 1926-1995:  <http://pao.chadwyck.com/home.do>
Vertical Files

“Land Grants;” see also specific land grant names.  This is a collection of newsclippings and other information. List of folder headings available on the Anderson Room computers.
PRIMARY SOURCES: MICROFILM
Spanish Archives of New Mexico, Series I, Surveyor General Records and the Records of the Court of Private Land Claims.  The CSWR and others hold three major collections of original land grant records on 63 rolls of microfilm from the New Mexico State Records and Archives (NMSRCA).   The finding guide and the 3 sets of microfilm are all found at CSWR Anderson F 799 L36 1987.

The online finding aid (including inventory) is available on the Rocky Mountain Online Archive (RMOA) 

< http://rmoa.unm.edu/docviewer.php?docId=nmar1972-002.xml>.  Use ctrl + F to search for places/topics.  

· Spanish Archives I.*  Land-related papers from the Spanish-Mexican eras, 1602-1855 (SANM I). Includes grants to Pueblo Indians and the Donanciano Vigil index of said papers done in 1848-49.


Arranged by “Twitchell numbers.”  See Note below.  
· Records of the Surveyor General. U.S. Land Office, Santa Fe, 1854-1892.


Arranged by government survey file SG #

· Records of the U.S. Court of Private Land Claims, Santa Fe, 1892-1912.

Arranged by government case PLC #
* Notes on Spanish Archives I:

Twitchell numbers are from:  Twitchell, Ralph E., Spanish Archives of New Mexico, Vol. 1, CSWR Anderson F 791 T85, Vol. 1.  The Twitchell numbers are used in the microfilms, English translations and chronological guide.  Vol. 1 also includes descriptions and index for documents.

English translations of the Spanish Archives I documents (from the WPA) are found at:
CSWR Mfilm CD 3394 T722 1999. 10 rolls, arranged by Twitchell numbers.  
Chronological Guide found at:  Spanish Archives of New Mexico. SANM I, Land Records of New 
Mexico: Listing by Date, prepared by Julian Josue Vigil, 1994. 
CSWR Anderson F 799 L36 1987 chronological guide
PRIMARY SOURCES: MANUSCRIPT COLLECTIONS
There are also a number of documents relating to land and land grants within the CSWR Manuscript (MSS) collections.  Search their inventories via the Rocky Mountain Online Archive (RMOA) - http://rmoa.unm.edu/  (Use Advanced Search.   Institution = UNM CSWR and Subject = land tenure.  Or do a Word Search with “land grant” or another term.  Open the inventories and use “ctrl + F” to search your topic.)   Here are some examples:
Thomas B. Catron Papers, 1840-1921.  MSS 29 BC.  Inventory on RMOA at: http://rmoa.unm.edu/docviewer.php?docId=nmu1mss29bc.xml Papers contain personal, business, political and legal papers of Thomas B. Catron, 1723-1930, an attorney for numerous Hispano land grant holders.  The collection contains records of 282 cases of the U.S. Court of Private Land Claims, Santa Fe District, 1891-1903, with considerable material on the Anton Chico Grant, Tierra Amarilla Grant, Maxwell Land Grant, and La Bajada Grant. The collection also contains records of U. S. Court of Private Land Claims, Arizona District, 1891-1903.  Land records (series 301-310) are on microfilm, at the CSWR and other institutions.  Some have been digitized and are available on RMOA.
Reies Lopez Tijerina Papers, 1954-2003.  MSS 654 BC - Inventory on RMOA at:  http://rmoa.unm.edu/docviewer.php?docId=nmu1mss654bc.xml.  Papers of New Mexico land grant activist and founder of the Alianza Federal de Mercedes.  Collection includes primarily Alianza related records, including FBI files, and Tierra Amarilla Courthouse Raid materials and legal records.  Other notable sections relate to the Poor People’s Campaign, Tijerina’s People’s Constitutional Party, Tijerina’s personal diaries, Alianza enrollment records, and community newspaper and newsclipping collections.  Includes files for selected New Mexico land grants and grant plat maps.
Tonantzin Land Institute Records, 1911-2000.  MSS 666 BC - Inventory on RMOA at:  http://rmoa.unm.edu/docviewer.php?docId=nmu1mss666bc.xml.  Records document the organization’s work on land, water, sovereignty, and community, including U.S. Forest Service, National Park Service, land grants and land use issues; water rights and court cases, hydrographic surveys and water management, and a large amount of material on acequias.

GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS

The Government Information Department in the UNM Zimmerman Library is a federal, regional, and state repository for governmental documents and publications.  Reference assistance for these collections is provided at Zimmerman’s main reference desk on the first floor.  Visit the GID homepage at: http://elibrary.unm.edu/govinfo   

Assistance available for land grant and other New Mexico issues in the Congressional -U.S. Serial Set. 
Federal government’s response to Congressional land grant investigations: 
Both 2001 and 2004 reports available online at: http://gao.gov/ (search by their report #)

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo: Definition and List of Community Land Grants in New 


Mexico: Report to Congressional Requesters, United States General Accounting Office, 


2001. (September) Report # GAO-01-330.  


Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo: Findings and Possible Options Regarding Longstanding 


Community Land Grant Claims in New Mexico: Report to Congressional Requesters, 


United 
States General Accounting Office, 2004.  Report # GAO-04-49

DIGITAL COLLECTIONS
New Mexico’s Digital Collections.  http://econtent.unm.edu/.  Selected photos and images of New Mexico documents and maps from CSWR and other New Mexico archives.   Many items related to land & water.  Thomas Catron land records, Indian Affairs Collection, U.S. Soil Conservation Records, and New Mexico Waters Project records are digitized here.
OTHER UNM RESOURCES

Map and Geographic Information Center (MAGIC) Department, UNM Centennial Science & Engineering Library (CSEL), UNM 277-5738.   http://elibrary.unm.edu/subjects/maps.php. The collection includes historic Government Land Office maps, current land grant boundaries with the BLM, and a limited number of specific land grant maps.
Law Library, New Mexico Law School, UNM - http://lawlibrary.unm.edu, 277-0935, email: libref@law.unm.edu.  The reference desk can assist with advanced legal research.  The U.S. Serial Set full text database (1830- present) is available for reports about Congressional interaction with New Mexico, including land affairs.  The U.S. Supreme Court Records and Briefs database (1832-1978) can be used to search for New Mexico land grant cases appealed from the Court of Private Land Claims decisions to the U.S. Supreme Court.  
Southwest Hispanic Research Institute, UNM  - (SHRI) - Dr. L. Manuel Garcia y Griego, Director.  shri@unm.edu, 277-2965.  SHRI will be forming a land grant studies program, sponsoring student internships for New Mexico land grants, and organizing a land grant workshop in the Fall of 2008. Although not a reference service, the program may be able to provide some basic assistance and direction to researchers.
OTHER LINKS

New Mexico Land Grant Council - Juan Sanchez, President, P.O. Box 2380, Tijeras, NM  87059 – 
505-249-6759 or Arturo Archuleta - Arturo.archuleta@comcast.net - 505-328-4104.  The Council sponsors meetings of affiliated local land grant councils.  Although not a reference service, 
Mr. Sanchez or Archuleta can provide contact information for state land grant councils.

New Mexico Land Grant Forum - Roberto Mondragon, 1219 Luisa #2, Santa Fe NM 87505 - cultura@aspectosculturales.com - The Forum holds periodic programs to promote land grant issues.. Although not a reference service, Mr. Mondragon can provide general direction and assistance.
Carlos Cansino, 505-843-7338 - rcansi@swcp.com - Mr. Cansino is the present spokesman for Reies Lopez Tijerina and the Alianza, and can speak about or address questions about land grants.
Office of the New Mexico State Historian - Digital History Project - http://www.newmexicohistory.org/
The website provides background on New Mexico land grants and other historical topics.
Center for Land Grant Studies, Malcolm Ebright - http://www.southwestbooks.org/
The website provides background information about land grants and related issues.
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