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measure that is incommensnral*le xvith others, incongruous in itself, and 
first becoming obsolete ? 

The tbundingof the American Ornithologi,,ts' Union marks the com- 
mencementofa nexverain American Ornithology. It is abont toestab- 
li,h a st:tble nomenclature, based npou sound principles, and carried out 
xv:th paim•takm,gand impartial thoronghness. Let it also advocate, and 
let its orgau 'The Ank/demon,trate, that •mcrican ornithologists aban- 
don the ba,ba,ous scale of their Rn'eththers and join the men of science of 
all nationsiu adheringtna system of weights and measures that is uni' 
form thronghout the world, and whose simplicity and convenience are not 
among the least of its recommeudations. 

C. H^trr Mmmx•x•, M.D. 
]•octts! Grove, _IV. 2/'. 

[Our correspondent's presentation of the advantages of the metric sys- 
tem and it, claims for adoption is not only timelybnt so fully covers the 
ground that little need be added in its thrther advocacy. To the greater 
part of the present ,generation of American ornithologists the proposed 
chan,'4'e will be atteuded with more or less inconvenience, but should 
nevertheless be promptly assented to and heartily adopted, in the interest 
not only of science, but above all for the convenience of our immediate 
successors. The metric svstem is presented in our school text-books, and 
quite g•nerally taught in our public schools; it is, as Dr. Merriam states, 
the system already most,•enerall,v employed iu science the world over, 
b•ia• used exclusively by the leading •clentific writers in all departments 
of' science, including even zodlo,•y. To make the transition period as 
brief as ln:ty b•, it is desirable that the change be promptly and generally 
made; and to this end we would urge all contributors to the pages of 
'The Auk' to give their measurements in the metric systeln.--Ens.] 

NOTES AND NEWS. 

HARD upon the letter in which Professor Hermann Schlegel honored 
the A. O. U. by accepting Foreign Membership of this Association--a letter 
written alœeJ•o maitre, in consequence of fading eyesight--comes to us the 
sad news of his death, removing one of the world's great or•ithologists 
Professor Schlegel died Ol/the I7th of Jannary at the age of 79- having been 
for some twenty-five years the Director of the Royal Musenm at Leyden, 
and for half a centm'y ooe of the most active and prominent of European 
workers in science. tie is probably best known in this country by the 
numerous volumes entitled 'Museum d'ttistoire Naturelie des Pays-Bas,' in 
which are set forth the great riches of the Leyden collection, in the direc- 
tion of which he succeeded Temminck on the death of the latter in •858. 



20• •rotes (t•(/ •zezvs. •April 

Mention of this name instantly recalls the famous xvork, 'Fauna Japonica,' 
by Temminck and Scblegel. Among the other leading works may be 
mentiolmd his critical review of Enl'opcan Birds (•844), published in 
Fre•ch and German; his Birds of the Netherlands (I854); his 'Ilandleid- 
lug der Die•'knnde' (•857); his European Diurnal Birds of Prey and 
treatise on Falconry; and his researches on the Fauna of Madagascar. 
One of his earliest treatises was an essay on tile Physiognomy of Serpents 
(•837), said to be the flrstreallyscientilicwork on serpents ever publi.•b- 
ed; and his latest publication was 'N(•tes fi'om the Leyden Museum.' 
Our death-roll beginsxvitb one o[' tile mo•t ilh•.•trions names in ornitho- 
logical science;bntonly after tbe exceptionally protracted and bonored 
career of him who bore it--of one gathered to his fathers in tile fulness 
of time-- of one whose works are his imperishable monument. 

--BY a vote of the Union the Conncil was empowered to fix the date and 
place of the next Annual Meeting; and• persuant to this order, the Coun- 
cil, atameeting held March • in XVa,hlngton, decided on September 3 ø 
next as the time, and New York City as tile place, for holding the Annual 
Meeting of •884. 

--WE have received tbeannotmcement of the'lnternationate Ornilholo- 

gische Zeitschrift,' an illustrated quarterly Magazine of Ol'•dthology, to lie 
published at Budapest, }timgary, edited by ])r. Jttlius yon Madarttsz, 
Assistant Curator of the lhmgarian National Museum. The subscription 
for the volume i• •2 florins. 

--'RANDOM Notes on Natm'al Ilistorv' is the title of a twelve-page 
monthly "devoted to the distribution of ttsef'ul kno•vledge concerning the 
various departments of zo61ogy, mineralogy, a•d botany,"publisbed by 
Southwick and Jenck% Providence, R. I. The two numbers that have 
reached us are carefitllv edited and neatly printed, and contain, besides the 
business advertisements of' tile publishers, many short article• relating to 
the subjects above mentioned, including various interesting bird notes. 

--XV•are sorry to note that"l'be Canadian Naturalist and Sportsman' 
for December, •8S3 (Imblished in February, •S84), contains tile announce- 
ment that thi• valuable publication ends xvitb this iss•m, oxving to the 
pressing bus{hess eng'ngement., of its editor and publisher, Mr. William 
Couper. The steady improvement that bas lnarked its course had led us 
to hope for it a long career ot' usefidncss. 

--qg•r•D Migration in the Mississippi Valley, by W. %r. Cooke and Otto 
•Vidmann,' is the title of 'Bulletin No. •' of tile Ridsway Ornitholog'ical 
Chd>. The paper originally appeared as a series of articles ia the 
'American Field' (•ce er•c/•, p. •88), and as here reprinted forms a pam- 
phlet of 38 pages, aud preserved in convenient form matter of great interest 
and value. 

At the regular monthly meeting of the Ridg•,•ay Ornithological Club, 
held l•'cb. 7, 511'. B. T. Gault exhibited it h.ybrid between the Coot and 
Gallinule, and among the papers read was one bvDr. Morris Gibbs on 
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the 'Genus ]2m•?•tona¾,' and txvo by Mr. H. K. CoMe, respectively on 
fi•e 'Summer Bird• of Hyde Park, Ill.,' and on the 'Winter Bh'd• of 
Stark County, Indiana.' •kt tl•c Marchmee•ingMr. GanIt read a paper on 
the hr;•ccting' habits of ])/ctts •i/tllrt[//, and Mr. Coale one nn 
n/g•er bo/'ca//s. Mr. G. L. Tappan exhibited a fine male 'A]x'/z,ttltex 
n•ts,' recently taken qn CailfYrnia'. 

•Ix the 'Proceedings' of' the last annual meeting (•883) of the Boston 
Socictyof Natnral 11i,t()r)' wc nolice tim reported existence in the Soci- 
ety's collection of a specimen of the Labrador 1)trek 
labr•trtor/•s) and an i•t•m:ttnl'c Black-throated 1)iver (Co?mbtts •trclh'us) 
which have been idcnlificd by the donor, the IIon. Theodore L)'nmn, 
as specimens which came into his possession in the flesh in •85o, under 
circmnstam:es leaving little donbt of their Massachusetts origin, they 
having in all probability been killed in Boston }Iarbor. This exalnpleof 
the Labrador Dnck is additit)nal to tho•e menti0ncd hv the late M1-. G. D. 

Rowley. in his lnenloir Oll this specie•, as existing in 

•'l'lm A. O. U. Committee on the 'Classification and Nomenclature of 

North American Birds' has held a second session in Washing'ton, lasting 
eighteen days, which was devoted mainly toa consideration of the statns 
of the spc'cies and subs. petits. From the progress already made, it 
seems prnbablc that the Committee xxilI be able to nmke a detailed and 
final report to the Union at its next meeting. 

•T•t• plan of the work undertaken by the Colnmittee on Bird Migra- 
tion wa• fifily set Corth in the first number of 'The Auk' (pp. 7•-76), and 
a list of the Di,tricts, with their respective Superintendel•ts, as far ag at 
that time arranged, xvas also given. Eastern Canada, having proved too 
large for a single Diswict, has since been divided into two: (•tcbec and 
the Maritime Provinces remain in charge of Mr. Chalnbcrlain; xvhile 
Ontario has been placed under the able superintendcute of the veteran 
ornithologist, Mr. Thomas McIlwrath. oftfamilton. Mr. JohnFaunin of 
Bnr•-ard Inlet, British Colmnhia, has been appointed Superintendent of 
British Columbia. 

The article publlsbed in 'The Ank' was reprinted in circular form, and 
3oo•) copies of it xvere soon distrlhnted. This nutnhor proving i•su•cient, 
a second edition of 2ooo copies (cotreeled to date), snbseqtmntly issued, 
was wholly exhausted within a week fi'om tl•e date of leaving the press. 
Another impression of •oo•) copies has since been struck off, and will, it 
believed, meet the demands tbr the remainder of the season. 

As a result of this distribtttio• of five thot•sand circnlars, the Committee 

has already seenred abot•t five hundred observer•, and the nnlnher is daily 
increasing. At pl'e,cnt writing there are observers in every State and 
Territory in the United States. excepting Alabama, Utah, •ryolning, 
Idaho, and Nevada, and these vacancies will probably soon be supplied. 

Our Canadian Snpcrintendents have thus far secured more than sixty 
observers--a much larger nmnher than the Committee expected. 
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Even at this early date the Committee has received formal retnrns frorn 
Newfoundland, and from a large nnmber of Stations in the United States. 

Through the courtesy of the lion. Win. Smith, Deputy Miuister of 
Marine and Fisheries of Canada, and of Commander Ilenry F. Pickering, 
U.S. N., Secretary of the Lighthouse Board of tile Uuited States, the 
Committee has secured the co6peration of these departments, which, it 
is hardly necessary to add, is iudispensable to the success of the under- 
taking. The Department of Marine and Fisheries aud the Lightl•ouse 
Board have distributed over one thousand sets of blank scl•edules* and 

circulars to the Lighthouses, Lightships, and Beacons of the United 
States and British North America. 

The Committee has thns far been unableto find a Superintendent for 
the Lighthouse Division, xvhich consequently remains in charge of the 
Chairman. 

--TitF• circular issued by the A. O. U. Cmmnittee on the eligibility or 
ineligibility of the European House Sparrow (•asscr domestt'c•s) in Amer- 
ica calls for information in respect to the economic relations of this bird 
to agriculture and horticulture. The circular presents a series of twenty- 
eight questions, to which the Committee desires explicit ansivets from 
those who may be willing and able to aid it by statements of t;•cts 
derived from their own investigations or experience. A digest of 
the statements received willbe presented in their report to the Union at 
its next annual meeting. The circulars may be obtained from, and 
returned to, either Dr. J. B. Holder, Chairman of the Cmnmittee, Ne•v 
York; Mr. Eugene P. Bicknell, New York; Mr. H.A. Pnrdie, Boston, 
Mass.; Mr. Nathan Clifford Brown, Portland, Me.; or Mr. Montague 
Chamberlain, St. john, N. B. 

--THE 'First International Ornithological Congress,' under the pat- 
ronage of his Royal Ilighness, Archdnke Rudolf, wilI be held in Vienna, 
April 7 to •4, •884. Three speciaI subjects have been announced fbr 
consideration, viz: (•) an international bird-protection Iaw; (2) the 
derivation of the domestic fowl, and the rearing and propagation of 
poultry in generaI; (3) the establishment of a network of ornithological 
observation stations throughout the world. 

--I• consequence of unavoidable delays the vignette for the cover of 
•The Auk' was not prepared in time for use iu the January number. The 
fignre of the Great Auk (Jlca /;,,,•jSenn•) no•v presented is reduced (with 
permission) frotn the plate of this species in Mr. Cory's 'BeautifUl and 
Curious Birds of the World.' 

* Through the kindness of Prof. S. F. Baird, Secretary of the Smithsonian Institu 
tion. these schedules have been furnished to the Committee free of charge. 


