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Banders are continu'aJly accumulating in their records data 
of various kinds, the value of which, in part, only time will 
reveal; but,, on the other hand, many discoveries wl!"l be found 
immediately availaide for puhliealion in our B.!!etin if the 
records made at, em'h stntion bc carefully •ahulated and 
sludied, Banders doing lids will be surprised (o discover the 
am,,unt of inforotation of interest and scientific wd•c i lint is 
often hidden in their notvs and banding records. In this line 
of work lies the lasting enjoyment in opcr:tiing a banding 
st:.i.n. M½•rvox'er, lhc more tho.ght nnd time tirol are 
dex'ot{.d t. I.mding work, the gn.:•tcr will he the scientific 
ontpt.: thv m{.'e .m, puls in, tl.. re.re one e:m l:•ke ertl. No 
I.tmh,rs sh.uhl tnk•' the vivw I hat they do no• poss•ss snfllvie•tt 
training il• scivntific mclh-ds to nmke cm.ril..i{ms along 
re:my lira,s, nor should they go on h:mdi!•g d:•y nfter day 
wil h{mt rimking :• c:.'vful st tidy of their records occasimmlly in 

i-;i X i)AYS IN A MAS,'gA("IIl',VI,]TTS TERN COI,()NY 

BY CIIARLE.• B. FLOYD 

()x •: ()f the flourislii•g (.oloni('s of Terns on the Masstwhuseits 
co:lsl, I)rOb•fi)ly ill(. thir(i larg(.st, is h.'ate(I on "Tern Island" 
('lost' i() tile mailthmd in ('hath:till hll!'l)or. Th(• island has fib 
firPa of ton ii(,!'(.s, :lJ)otlt O!lC half being salt nlll!'S]l which is 
covered hy. thc s('n at high tide, nn(i the rclnninder snn(l with 
fi slightly mtdtllaling surfat'c, sparsely eovercd with • strong 
growth of salt grass and other plaints. This vcgvtation is of 
gr(,nl proteelive value 1o the Terns, for t he growing young find 
!)arti:d shelter under it fronl the sun :red rain, both of which 
oftvii destroy thein in grv:lt minll)ers. 

In 1923, fl'O!11 Jlliy 4th to ihe 10ih, I spent a large pill'{ of 
elli'll (lny on the island. l)revions to this I hml visited the 
ishind :•l)(mt Jmw 20, 1925, at which time the 3'()frog Terns, 
ri'('vlil ]y hal(.]l(,([, w(,re foillid (icad J)y hl!!lilr(,ds, ])ra(.1 i(.nlly all 
pvrishing in the downy SlII•I'. [nvcsiig•dio• l'evvaled that the 
{'Jills(' ()f iheh' d('ath was th(, vx('cssively hot w(,:ltht, r of vm'ly 
Jlln(,, Ill It tinu' wh('n lb(, s.]l gr:•ss was nol sufih'ivntly high to 
oiTvr them }.'oivclimi from il., direct, rn)'s of thv sm•, ('ascs 
111'{' I)11 l'('('01'l] Of 1[10 hot SlIII 111'Stl'Oyillg'yOIl!l• {'hi(']•('!l. WIll'!! 
iml)Vrfv(,ily fh'd•(,d whilv ('Xl,OS('(i to •imihu' (,on(liii()n•, and 
this lll)lR'al'S to have }){,P!l the ('z•e with the Terns. 


