Northcastern Bird- Banding Association ()

A Concentrated Banding Station.--I'he cover illusteation of my
banding station st Cobnsset, Masw,, (Plate 1) s reproduecd below with
coordinnte letiers and hgun-n ndded, in order to make possible a compre-

' henrible description of this station with itx concentention of traps il
feeding-placcs within a very short distanee of our house and ocenpying a
very limited aren,

Such n station is likely to yield results nlong certain lines quite different
from n station using automatie traps placed farther away and cut of sight
of the operator,  This differenee ix due in part to the np]nlrhlnltu w afforded
in the first instanee of having the bieds under freqaent observation at elose
«pnﬂvw

The equiptient of the station is concentrated in an area IN feet by 20
feet, with one edge just helow the lower windows shown in picture, G3 as

lanted to flowers, and G-2 is a1 bed of heehalin (Maonarda didymay for

Tummers.  The two posts in the foreground are eaeh 7 feet high, and have
adinmeter of about S inchex, (they would be more serviceable if 10 inches
in dimmeter), firmly sank in the ground. A small wire is stretehed fairly
lmhlfnmlnm'hbth-oﬂurxn indiented, aned at the middle a hanging
foeder is placed, at which four birds are content to feed at the same time,
Larger ones might prove hetter, The feeder (17-1) iy suspe nah-d by two
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serew-hooks, and holds about one quart of seed. It is cat- and squirrel-
sroof.  Irregularities in the bark and shallow holes, bored with a one-inch
Lit, are kept filled with suet, on which Chickadees, Downics, Brown
Creepers, Nuthatches, and Juncos feed.  These pillars, or posts, afford an
artificial, L:ut suitable, loeation for the tree traps shown in Mr. Harding's
plate in this number.  They are of prime importanee in the absence of
trees, in furnishing natural places of a kind much frequented by winter
birds in search of food.  They also afford exeellent opportunity for getting
certain species in - position to he photographed with the minimum of
effor(.  H-2 is a I4-inch flower-pot-saticer bath on a standard approxi-
mately 30 inches high, 1B-2 is a 34-inch by 34-inch New England pull-
string trap with string running along the ground through a serew.eye on
the sill and then up and through the sash of the left-hand window. k-1 is
a one-foot by H-foot window-shelf with one end under a syringa bush and
the other end roofed over, and has an &-inch x 8-inch x 10-inch wire trap
(C-1) having a 3/16-inch coiled spring closing a 5-ineh x 5-inch door held
open by a string running, tlmmgL the middle sash,  D-1 is a 12-inch x
12-inch feeding-tray with raised edges on a 4-foot upright,  A-H is a 30-
inch x 30-inch x 10-ineh weather-proof feeding: place, termed the “pagoda,’”
containing 1 New England pull-string and having a zine pyramid (A-4) to
prevent squirrels from ascending.  Alighting perehes (not shown in picture,
are placed conveniently abont for visiting birds as they come to the station,
and they are much appreciated.

Banding and note-taking are all done at a table inside the house, facing
the left-hand window.  Active banding, however, is not done every day,
but elaborate note-taking (with the birds usnaltly in sight at the time) is
wactised each day.  All the traps are non-putomatie anid more than four
,)ir«ls are seldom trapped at onee in a single trap.  This policy of inter-
mittent trapping is believed, nt this type of station, to vield more nutural
observational results (the birds being little disturbed) than would be the
case with daily trapping, and it is probable that quite as many are handed.
Wlhen trapping is the order of the day, seeds are removed from the hanging
feeder, the tray, and the pagoda, but are retained in the little shelf trap
and the New England pull-string on the ground, which are operated.
'l‘hi‘s izmund trap is shown on the cover of the April Bulletin of 1925,
—C. L. W,

A Phoebe Returns.—On account of the fact, perhaps, that so small a
number of Phocbes (Sayorns phoche) are trapped and banded, few if any
returns of this species have been recorded.  This being so, the following
note should be of interest:

On May 8, 1924, 1 banded one of a pair of ’hoebes having n nest on a
heam in the cellar of my barn in Topsficld, Mass.  Two broods of young
were raised, of which T banded one each.  This year on May 10th I again
took the same bird in the same nest,  The trap was operated by a string
which pulled the wire door shut, and in some way when the hird was away
from the nest the string was pulled by a workman on the place by mistuke,
and not knowing what he had done, the trap door was left elosed with her
eges inside,  This condition remained for one week, when 1 arrived on the
seene, and raised the trap door, whereupon the Phoehe returned, and the
following day the eges were gone,  The following week when 1 returned
again a new set of eges occupled the nest, but 1 was unable to band any of
the young, owing to absence from home.—RoperT W. Means, Topsfield,
Mass,, September 1925,




