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INTRODUCTION

Amazilia di5tan5 was described as an endemic
from SW Táchira, Venezuela (Wetmore & Phelps
1956), and it occupies an isolated position among
the 97 Venezuelan hummingbird species. The
reasons for this are that the taxon was discovered
relatively recently and that only one skin
specimen exists. Although the validity of this
species has not been questioned by later authors
(Mayr 1971, Meyer de Schauensee & Phelps
1978, Sibley & Monroe 1990 among others), and
although subsequent, unconfirmed observations
of A. di5tan5 have been made, almost nothing is
known of its biological or ecological character-
istics (reviewed in Collar et al. 1992). As a result
of its apparent extreme rarity and its relatively
threatened habitat, which can be described as
mixed tropical and semideciduous forest (Huber
& Alarcón 1988), the species is classified as
critically endangered (Collar et al. 1992). How-
ever, as we point out below, the unusual colora-
tion of the holotype does not allow it to be
assigned to any of the currently recognized
South American Amazilia species groups. We
hypothesize that A. di5tan5 is a hybrid namely
Hylochari5 cyanu5 x Amazilia fimbriata.

Institution (USNM) bird collection (Colección
Ornitológica Phelps [COP # 60790], Caracas,
presently on loan to USNM, as USNM #
461965; cf. Deignan 1961) was examined and
compared directly with skins of other taxa
(Amazilia, other genera). Data from Amazilia
specimens in other museums were also included
in the comparisons (see "Acknowledgments").

Measurements, rounded to the nearest 0.1 mm
(Fig. 2), were made using a digital caliper. Plum-
age colors were determined by visual inspection
under natural light. Because of the presence of
iridescence, morphological evaluation of typical
hummingbird colors depends to some extent on
the subjective judgement of the taxonomist (see
also Howell 1993); vernacular names were ac-
cordingly used here to describe colors. With
regard to the assessment of hybrid origin, the
methods of geographical and phenological ex-
clusion of potential parental species explained in
detail in Graves (1990) were employed.

According to Wetmore & Phelps (1956) the
type specimen of Amazilia distans carne from
"El Salao (300 meters), near Burgua, Táchira,
Venezuela," where it was collected by R. Urbano
in 1954. Paynter (1982) gives the site coordinates
as 07°26'N, 72°00'W. The specimen was sexed
as male. Collar et al. (1992: 492) state that "There
are apparently two specimens, a male in [the]
USNM 'the type' and a male in [the] COP;"
these are, in fact, one and the same specimen

(M. Lentino, pers. comm.).

MATERIALS AND METHODS

In the course of biogeographical and taxonomic
studies of the hummingbird genus Amazilia, the
type specimen of Amazilia distans in the N ation-
al Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian

107




