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PKELlMINAKY LlST OF THE UIRDS OF ESSEX 

Essex, New Jersey’s most populous county, is located in the 

north-east central portion of the Garden State. Topographi- 

cally the entire county g-rarlualiy rises from the Passaic River, 

its eastern boundry, westward to the first and second ranges of 

the @range Mountains, and beyond these low lying hills it 

slightly declines to the Passsic Kiver again which also forms 

the western and half of the northern boundaries. At the 

extreme northern end of the county there is located an im- 

mense tract of marsh land which is known as the Great Piece 

Meadows. To this latter section the local observer must look 

to find the representatives of the gulls and ducks and such 

other water birds which are present during their seasons, as 

there are but three small ponds and two or three small brooks 

in the whole county and these are not often visited by the 

water birds 

The greater part of the territory here not omccupied by the 

residential and farming districts, is covered by virgin frowths 

of deciduous timber with one or two small copses of the con- 

iferous appearing in the grange Hills. 

The fauna1 areas represented are principally hlleghanian 

and Carolinian. Occasionally Hudsonian and Canadian species 

visit us but their stays are usually limited. The following list 

is compiled from observations made by the writer from Janu- 

ary 1902 to the present time and only includes those species to 

which no doubt may be attached as to their legibility of their 

being considered in the compilation: 

(1) Rissa Iridact2/Za.--Ritti\alre. Rare migrant. A flock of 
twelve were seen migrating over northern Rloomfield on Februap 
22, 1903. The birds alighted for a few moments on Davey’s Pond 
and I obtained an excellent view of same and positively determined 
their identity. This is the only record I have of this bird in this 
county. 



(Y ) Lasts cF1-nsntutrls.-Herring Gull. Common visitant through- 
out the year. Individuals appear each year in Branch Brook Park, 
one of l&sex’s barge rwreation ceuters, and on the Great Piece 
Meadows during the \vinter months. Is a common visitant along 
the Pasa~aic River from Sutley to Kewarli IZey throughout the yeaf. 

(3) A??us obscwa.-Black Duck. Rare Writer migrant. Occa- 
sionally found ou the Great l’iece Meadows near l’ine Brook. h 
pair was teeu restiug 011 a s111;ll1 l)oud in East Orange on Decem- 
bfr 10, lSO(i. 

(4) B~n?ct(d ccLlzotl~“l,sis.-(‘nn:lcla (:oose. AL regular spring and 
fall migrant, appearing iu wrly March i>lld returning iu Xovembcr 
am1 early December. 

(5) Butorides 1.ircacc’,cs.-C:reel1. Herou. (‘ommon summer visi- 

taut. \Fr’ns first recorded 0x1 .kugust 20, l!)(K). iu Branch Brook 
Park. It later appeared in the Fame locality 011 Selkember 9 of 

that rear. It was found in this park on September 10 and 11 of 
this year ant1 also at IhrTey’s Pond on August 29. 

(6) Cnlliinccqo ddic nfn.-Wilson’s Snipe. A\ (~onmion migraut alrtl 
wmmer visitant. 

(‘i) .lc+itis wrtrcti/n/ it/.---Sl,otted Saudl)ilwr. h riire ~umnl~r rw- 
itlent, chieliy a conuuon transient visitant. Found nest in a corn- 
field near Clinton on .June 12, 1906. with tllrre your:: just out of 
the shell and one nnt~rokrri egg. Most :~lnmtlant in late June and 

early July. 

(5) 0a~echzc.s l;ocifenrs.-~T~illdeer. .L rather rare transient ris- 

itant. First appeared on a farm on the outskirts of Bloomfield on 
July 3, l!)(‘“. Tt next agpeared at the reservoir in t’he South Moun- 
tain IXeservation, another of Essex’s large parks, on .Tnlg 18, 1909, 
:~ntl on Mllxrc,b (;. 1910 a pair were found near the waterworks iu 

East 01mgc'. 

(9) Colixus virf/irticrfc r/s.--Roll-\~~hite. Formerly a common per- 
manent resident, but no\v o111y a rare visitant in the farming dis- 
tricts \\here food is available. 

(10) ZencritZr!~~ 1)7aclolc,cr.-JIoiirliin~ Dove. Was formerIF a 
co~~imx~ siumier rkdcut now only a transient visitant. When I 

fir& began making observations in l!K) 2 tllis bird \vas fairly abun- 
dant dwing migrations aud .Tuly and .1ugust, but within the last 
fiw years T hare recorcl of fiudin g only ten individuals in the en- 

tire county, and these were taken at such times as would indicate 
the bird as only a trnucielrt visitalIt. So nests hare been found 
since 1903. 
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(11) Circus 11 lftl.sci/ticffs.-Jlnrsli II~KB. I’ermnnznt resident. 

Most common along the Sewnrlt Iiay and on the Great Piece XIead- 

ows. Sever found breeding. 

( 12) .1 c~ipit~c~ ?;clor.~~Sllarl)-sllillnecl IIxwlr. AL common l)ermil- 

ueut resident. IIaT-e nerer lot :atrd a nest of this specie?, although 

I ~liu advised by a good authority tliat they did nest near Eagle 

1~0~1~ in tllc Orange Mountains in 1!105 and INK. 

(13) R~tcv 7~o~enZis.-~I:ed-t:~ilcd IIa\vk. A rare summer risi. 

t;lnt. IIare only fount1 t\vo slwcinic~nu. One ill lk*t Orauge on July 

10, 1908. T’liis birtl was busily- ellgayed ill fevtlin:: on a freshly killed 

tlonlestic rabbit alrd, did not heed my appronc’h uutil with fifteen 
,,WW. I al)l)roached as quietly as lwssible and obtained a fair 
view of the markings oL’ the birtl alit1 estnblislicd its idelrtity. The 
other bird was8 shot by a boy in \Yert~ll:l on SoT-elllber 15, 1908. The 
shot, bad destroyed the featliers to such au extent that it was usc- 
less froni the stnntll)oint ol’ tlic tasitlermist. 

(14) . I ,xTlrib rrteo za{/oj,rrs scr,/~ti-~~,/ra//,iis.-l:o~l~ll-lefigc~l II:l\~l<. 

An uncommon summer \-isitant. 

(15) FMco spnl,l;crifts.-Slrarro~~ IIawlr. A common permanent 

resident. l’nir with young found in large maple in East Orange on 
.June l,Y. l!)lO. IIave fouud that locally this little hawk prefers1 the 
telegral)li wires, for points of Tautage when iu search of food. 

(l(i) AS,t/rrtium ccl,‘i,rt,r.--~H:irretl Owl. .\n irregular visitant. On 
Sorcuiber l’i, 18 and I!), l!)OR, one xvilw about my lionlie ccnistnntly 

and then disappeared. None \yere ngaiu seen until June 2, 1910, 
when a pair were present for about a bnlf day. 

(17) Xc~ascops nsio.-Screech Owl. A rather common perma- 
nent resident. A pair found nestin, ” in decayed oak in Bloomfield 
duriug April, 1905. 

(18) ~occ!/a~s cLtl/el.ic.an,:.~.-Tc~llo\~-l~illcd (_‘u&oo. A common 
summer resident’. E’ound nest v-it11 three eggs iii West Orange on 
Juuc 2, 1907. This i!: the only nesting record I have. 

( 19) COC~C7/-_ Ifs cryt7~1~o~~lrt7r~1~~z~rs.--T(l:icl~-billed Cuckoo. An 
ui~~~oniiiion wmmer resident. ,\bundnnt in 19OG and 1909. Other 

~enrs about tien were recorded each season. No breeding record for 

the county. 

(20) (‘crylc a/c~o?r.-Belted Kingfisher. A rcnnni0n summer res- 
ident’. l’bund nesting in Glen Ridge and Verona in 1903. 

(21) D~7~07xztc~s 1:iZZonus.-HairS Woodl)ecker. A rather uncom- 
mou permanent nesident. 
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(22) rZ~~obatcs ~u7xxco!s medianlrs.-Domny Woodl~~l~er. A 
common l>ermanent resident. Found nesting in sereral isolated 
Spots in ~‘South Mountain Reservation in 1906 and 19O’i. These are 
the only breeding records for the county. 

(23) MCZalzWpcs erytl~l’oce2~l~cLZrts.-Retl-hrndetl Woodpecker. A 
rather uncommon resident. Most abundant in Xny and June. iXo 
record of nesting. 

(24) Colaptes nwatus Zutcus.--Northern E’liczlirr. c‘0l11111011 

permanent resident. Nes’ts in all nrnilnble J~~WS throughout tlic 
section. 

(26) Anstrostomus vocifcrus.-~~~5il~l~oor~~ill. All occasional 
summer resident, usually a common transient visitant. I,O(‘iltetl 
two sets of eggs in 1900 and one in 1909 on the ground in a small 
clearing ill a pat& of timberland in TYeSt Orange. 

(26) Chorddles virginianus-Sighthawk’. A conmion summer 
resident. Have no ‘record of its nesting, but the birds are seen al- 
most daily during June and July, both in ?\‘ewarli and orer the im- 
mediate ricinitg feeding on mosquitoes. which infest this neighbor- 
hood in great nunib8ers. 

(27) Chmtura pelagiccr.-_(‘himney Swift3. A c‘ommon summer 
resident. Pairs nest in a nmiiber of the unused chimneys thorugli- 
out the county. Have nested in my own chimney each year as far 
back as I (an recall. 

(28) Tl’ochilus co7~~bris.~--l~ul~~--tlIrontPd Ilunnningbird. A com- 
mon summer resident. Kot as abundant this year as formerly. 

(29) 7’yrunnu.s t?lra,n?lus.-Kiligbir(1. A common summer resi- 
dent. Have no necord of its breeding within the county. 

(30) .Ilyir17’clr 17s C*VZH it!rs.-Crested Flycatcher. A common sum- 
mer resident in the wooded sectiotla. 

(31) Xayornis plicr7~~.-LW~bc. A cou1mon summer resident. 
Arrives about &Qxrch 20 and remains with us until Xovemher 1. 

Nests under bridges and in sheds in the more rural parts of the 

connty. 

(32) Ilorixgrts ?.i~x7rs.--TYood I’ewee. A common summer resi- 
dent. IIas nested for four consecutire years in Bloomfield on the 

horizontal branches of the IIoney Locust. 

(33) Empido~~ paciveutHs.-Yellow-bellied Flycatcher. A rare 
summer risitant. Only found on September 8, 1910, in Bloomfield 

in a copse of JIoney Locust. 

(34) Evzpidonar minimus.-Least Flycatcher. A common sun- 
mer resident. Breeds fhroughout the county. 
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(35) C~anocitta cristata.-+lue Jay. A common permanent res- 
ident. Most abundant in spring and autumn. Hare no record of 
its nesting in the county. 

(36) Corws bt”ach~Jl-h$Jnclios.-American Crow. A commou per- 
nL:ment nesident. Kests throughout the county in the more rural 
F wtions. 

(Xi) Xtuwurs ,~uZ!/al’is.-StarlinC. Formerly (quite rare, but 11ov 
:III abundant llermanent resident. Sests in deserted woodpec4~ei 
holes, hollow trees, bird boxes and on the station poles of the telr- 
phone companies. Hare record of seven conflicts between these 
birds and C’olaptcs CI. lute&s and Sicrlicz sialis wherein tbe last two 
named species bare been ousted by t’bese exotics. l’bey hare one 
very apparent redeeming feature, which corers up a lot of their 
~r~iudrniexiiors, such as demoralizing our o\Tw birds, roosting over 
tile sidewalks in the shade trees and ou tlw protecTed ‘cares of 
ln~ildiiigs and making unsightly marks from their excremelnt, and 
\-arious other objectionable practices, and this is their releutless 
war upon the Ptr.ssc’~~ t7wiesficns. Since thew l)irds hare become 
abuudant t’lie sparrows liaw IIWIL coutinually harassed autl are 
seeking ne\l- Fections where tbcy may lirr undisturbed. 

138) I~olic~7~otry.r or~~~i~-o~~~~s.-I:ol~oli~~l;. L\ common trausieut 
visitilut. 

(39) .l/~i/ot//,~//s ate,‘.-_(lo\\l)irtl. (‘0111111011 suitmier re;ident. 
I Iars found tlifir P,,, crw in sjets of T’iwo oliljacetcs, Dcntlvoica ccstiwc 

;liid SctoJ~l/aga ~~~~ticilla. 

(40) .-lge/ai/cs 7~7~cx,~/icerrs.-l(ed-nillged Rlackbird. A common 
sm~uuer resident. I’~unlly iii the marshy wctions. IIare found it 
bw2diii,rr on tlie Great l’icce ant1 Kewark ,\leadows and iii Branch 
Brook Park. 

(41 ) Rtur~itc~lla ~r~n~~~cc.~;\Ie;rdo~~l~~rl~. A common sunuuer reei- 
clPllt. Also :I rare winter visitant. Breeds iu the sparsely settled 
1,:,rts. 

(12) /ci’c’/‘,is s7,r/ri,ts.--Or~llnrd Oriole. E’ormerly a conmlon 
summer resident, now only a visitant. Found a nest and three young 
iu Illoomfi,eld on May 30, 19&L 

(43) Ictcrvs ~~~Zb~cZU.--I~illtill~ore Oriole. A common simimer 
resident. Sests throughout the coimt~ iii all sections. 

(44) Buphayus ~cc/'oZin/ts.-I~u8ty I?lackbird. A common nisi- 
tant during migrations. 

(45) Q~iscalzts clltiscuZu,.-I’urple Grackle. Our most common 
ldackbird. IIas uestetl in Bloomfield for the past tbree years iu a 
pntcli of energreeus. 
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(40) Ql~iscn7//s c/lri.sc’llzu u’?zCus.-Bronzed Grnclile. An occa- 
sional risitsnt durimq flti:‘r:ltions. 

(47) Car710dacas ~~ctr7~ccl’c’//x.-I’nrl,le E‘incll. An uncommon nli- 
grnnt and \vinter visitant. 

(48) J;o:xia clc/‘xi~oslla 1,1illol.--Alnericall Crossbill. Found iu it 
group of conifers in Rloonrfield only on December 28, 1004. 

(49) Acu1/t/t is liurcricr.~ ~~Redyoll. Rare winter T-isitant. Only 
fount1 on JI;trc~ll Fb, l!)O.T,. ;tt Silver Lake. 

(50) ilstvaya7inzis tl istis.-Autcricnn Goldfincl1. .\ (‘011,*11011 

su~llllwr resident afrtl ITinter visitnnt. 

(51) I’ass(‘/‘i?za ~r,r.ct/rs.-Slio\\flaBe. A rilrc n-inter risitxflt. 
I~‘locl~s found only on I )e( cifll)sr 28. 1902, :tttd E’ebruary 19, I!)(::, 
at 13luomfield. 

(54) %oi/otricl~iu T(~~:col,ll~‘7/.s.--\~llite-c ro\v~lcd Sl~rrow. A rare 
risitnnt. Only found on May 31, 3900. 

(55) Zonotriclvh aZbicoZZis.-TT’llite-tlIrontet1 Sl);trro\v. ,\ co*11- 

man winter resident’. Mso xbund:rni tlurinf inigtxtiolle. Itilre itI 

sLl1ll1Llcr. 

(57) X7)i:e77a sciciaZis.--Chipl)iu:: Spsrrow. .\ ,‘0111111011 81111111163’ 

resident. Breeds in numerous 1)laces tlxou~hottt, the cwunty. 

(58) Bpiselkz pasilZa.-Field Sl~arrow. .\ c’emn~ou summer rfu- 

ident. Breeds in open fields :tnd in lredgero7vs throughout tlkrb 
county, eslvxially in the rural districts. 

(5.9) Janco I/?Jc’ntcrZis.-Slnte-c olored Juuco. .1n slmndant Trill- 

ter resident. 

(GO) HeZospi2u cincrea vrclot/iu.-Song Slxurow. A common 
sunmicr resident. Also present in sheltered locslities during tlfc, 
winter. Kests throughout the county. 

((11) Xeloqka gcoraianu.-Swamp Sparro+. Common sumflfer 
resident. Breeds in the low lands end nenr streams. 

((2) Passwella ilium--Fox Spnrrow. Common during mifr:t- 
tions. Rare winter visitant. 

(63) Pipilo e,-~~tkro~~7ith~al~~2vs.-rl‘omhee. A common summer 

resident. Kests in blackberry lnxnihles in many parts of the 
county. 





194 THE WILSON ~~ULLETIN, No. 72-73. 

(81) Dendroica Estica.-Yellow FVarbler. A common summer 
resident. Kests throughout the county. Arrives from May 1 to 5th. 
Departs about September 1. 

(82) Dendroictc cc/~rlcZcsccl,s.-lil~ick-tllroated Blue Warbler. A 
(aommon vernal migrant. Rare in autumn. Arrives May 7 to 16th. 

(83) Dendw’ca coro?catu.-Myrtle 1Varbler. The commonest of 
::I1 warblers during migrations. Arrives April 21 to May lo’. De- 
parts about Koremher 15. 

t S4) I)c’1ltll~ciic~a l/;ctclt/o.str -~Ji;~~lx~li:t ~Y’nrbler. .L comniou rer- 
nal migrant. Arrives May ‘i to 15th. 

(85) DclltZr~oicn ~~c7~s~/Z~~crnicu.-Cl~estll~lt-*itlecl \Y:irblcr. A\~1 oc- 
rasional summer recidcnt. Alost abundant in May aud early aune. 
Arrives L!Iay 2 to 15th. 

(8(i) Iknd~~oicn f~rrsfn,retr.-R:i~--bre:rxtetl \\larbler. A rare ini- 
grant. Arrives May 4 to 21ct. 

(87) Dendlaica strin&~.-Black-poll TT’arbler. A rather rare mi- 
grant. h&ore abundant some yvcarr than others. .\rrires May (i 
to 2411. 

(X8) Dcntlroicw ci~clrs.-Iilaclr-tllro~lte(~ (:rccn Karbler. A\ coin- 
nion migrant. A\rrircs nIay 4 to 15th. 

(89) Dcnd,-oica r;igorsii.-Pine 1Varbler. A1 rather (common ver- 
nal migrant. Rare in autumn. Arrircs May 5 to 13th. 

(90) I)twtlroicn ~~tl~r~cow~r~ l~y~~ocl~r~~sc~rn.--lel~~~~~~ I’nlu~ \Varblcr. 
The earliest wni~bler to nlklienr in the wr’nal nrigrations. Rare in 
autumn. Arrives April 12 to 22d. 

(01) Ncictr~s arcloca,piZZus.-Oven-bird. The commonest of breed- 
ing warblers. Sebt found at l~lmer JIomltc,lair on .June 2, l!lO(L 
Arrives May 3 to 15tli. 

(92) Beirus lzorcbo,‘accl,sis.-~~-;~ter,~T’llrusld. A rare visitant. 
Found only on July 10, 7!102. in Pontli OI.:I~LT 

(93) Gcothlypis tricllas.-~llarSl~~1id Yellow-throat. A common 
summer resident. Sests in many 1)lacrs thronzhout the c~0110ty. 

(94) Ictedcc r.i,‘c’/?s.-Yello\-bre;lste(~ (“l1:rt. ,\ wmii0ii simmer 

resident. IIare no nesting record. 
(95) Wilmaia ?nitrata.-Hooded \\‘arbler. A rather common mi- 

grant. Arrives Nay ‘Z to 19th. 
(06) lWiZson,ia canntZc)7,s~s:-C’i:tnadiiiii \Varbler. A (~onni~on vcr- 

nal migrant. Arrives May 10 to 26th. 
(98) Sctophuga ruticilZn.-Redstart. A rather COllllllOJl sum- 

mer resident. Found nest at Rloomfield on M’ay 2C, 1908. 
(99) Anthus pcnsiZ~a,I~c?cs.-I’ipit. A common summer resi- 

dent in the more sparsely settled sections. So record of nesting. 
(100) CoTeoscoptes rtrrolinr’l,sis.~~~Cntl)ird. .\ ~mmion summer 

resident. Sests tlironqhout the countv. 
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(101 Il’oxostoma rrlfrcm--lirown ‘ikxsher. A rather common 
sunimier resident. Sects in the more rural sections of the county. 

(1.02) Thr~/otlforus Z,(dolricianus’.--Cnrolina Wren. A rare visi- 
tant. Only record made at Rloomfield on September 18, 1005. 

(103) rl’roglod?/tcs a&Zol?.-House TVren. A (~oiunion summer 
resident. Xests throughout the county. 

(104) Tcl~atodytes paZ~tst,js.-I,ongbilled Marsh Wren. A 
vonimon summer resident. l<rectls in the Crest I’iece and Sewark 
~Ikatlows in large numbers. 

(105) C’erthia fnmilioris /(1,,(‘iccr,lfl.--nro\~n (‘rrelxr. A rather 
common winter visitant 

(106) Nitta cal”oZinelzsis.-TT’llite-1)rensted Stttlii~tcli. AL common 
winter resident. Rare risitnnt in summer. 

(107) I~aoZopl~~(s bico7ov. Tufted Titmouse. .\ winter risitant. 
Found it only on February 2i, 19lU. Mr. C. A. ;\Ierrill of East Or- 
nnge, advises me that he lms seeu specimens throughout the county 
ou numerous oc~cnsions. 

(108) Paras att~ica7~i7Z~rs.-Rl:~~~l~-~~;~l~l~et~ Chic,li:rtlee. A conimon 
winter resident. .Uso quite common in summer. Foulid nesting ou 
South Mountain Reservation on April 20, 7903. Only record I have. 

(109) Ir'c,c/ullts scrbrngu.-_C:oltleii-cro\~iied Kiuglet. A common 

winter visitant. 
(110) Eef~ifZus caZf”)irlrtlta.-Iluby-cro~~ned Ringlet. AL common 

migrant. 
(111) Hglocichla mustcZilzo.-~~~T’ootI Tlirucli. AL ~~ommon summer 

resident. Kests in many places throughout the county. 
(112) Hglocicl~la Jascescells.-Wilson’s Thrush. h rather roni- 

mon summer resident. More nbundaut some years than others. 
(113) H77locicl~Za alicia’.--C:rnq--clIrelted ‘l’lirush. A rather com- 

mon migrant. 
(114) Hylocichla .rrcai,rsol,ii.--Olive-lrn~lied Thrush. A common 

migrant. 
(1.15) 71?77ocicl/Ta guftata f)aZTasii.-IIerniit Thrush. .k common 

niigrant. 
(11G) .llc~xZa Illiyralo/.a.-Iiol)in. An nbundnnt su~iin~cr rcsi- 

dent. Occasional lrinter visitant. 
(117) Rialia sial%s.-Rluebird. An abundant resident throughout 

the year. 
(118) Sp7q7mpicu.s ~cjriua.--Pello\~--bellied Sapsucker. A rather 

common llermanent resideut. ’ Ic mind nest xrith young in South 

Mountain on Nay 2, l!lOR. 
Rloomfieltl, N. .J. 


