
the same color, but all so minute and uiicroscopic that they are not 
worthy of a name, but #are merely lvhat the Germans so aptly call 
“Gelelirtensl)ielt~reiell.” Y‘he niillenuiuiu, llowcver, is still a year 
or two distant. ant1 up to that time we will lmve to be contNented 
with mer~ely stating our disxp~)ointiilents and waiting for wiser 
heads to solve the many l~roblenis tlmt vex us and keep us front 
reachill:: lwrfcctioii in our beloved science of ornitl~ology. 

Field Notes 
,4 I,rwr.i.: IIi.rr wwhl ‘1’1~8: Cxows.--It is all very well for the East- 

ernrr to ramnter out into the grove oii a mild April morning ant1 
iimrk down this years’ crop of Crows’ nests, all smuglv outlined 
:lglill~t :I clear skv . . 1:~ tlie birds ever so secretive, the stark out- 
lines of a Crovv’s nest in crotch of beccli or elm areeasy oologic31 
marks, especially if set off by a telltale I)lack “handle.” But 
Crows’ nests ill TT’estcrn Wnshiilgton are none of the commonest. 
and when the birds liide tlicui. as they usually do, in the depths of 
tir trees (and sonietiiiie~ at forlriddiqg heights) tlie inoniring birtl- 
innn naturally welconrcs a littlc assistance in the search. 

On the “prairies” of 1’ierc.e (‘ouuty the r)oll:h firs rcuouucf~ 
their Olympian disdain and l)rweiit lieifbts that may be scanned 11) 
frail inortnls not yet equipycd wit11 flyiug nincliiues. Rut even 
here the rpiest is not easy. ‘I’he iirs. tlmuqh dwarfed in height. 
are of very stocky growth, and afford q-e-proof shelter for even a 
Crow’s nest. ,4 certain stretch of l)r:iiric, dotted ‘here aud there 
with fir cluii~l~s coml~osed of trees from fifty to cizhty feet in height. 
was cridently the breeding haunt of a small !colouy of Westew 
(‘l~O\T.S i (‘Ol’l~l!S //I trc~7r!J,‘7,7/?lC71~IS 7,C%7,C/~iS). (We place is about tcu 
miles from tide water, and the birds are really intermediate in size 
ljetn-een C. 71. 7,cnpelJs and C. 71. ca177?7?1rs, but tlieir voices are clear 
ant1 their range is strictly iuland). 

I had lazily noted the activities of illis colony OIL :I previous 
visit, but I was ill-prepared to hear the insistent hunper cry of a 
manifest young Crow so early pu the season. ,\pril 18. 1910, pro- 
ceeding as it did from the top of a tlcuse fir tree, one of a grove in 
which I lay watching for Kiilglets. Wit tree was screened from 
view, but I soon locntctl it by tbc souud, ni)d eagerly drank in the 
ancient wail of the youngster jvliile oiie of tlie parent birds nn- 
swered warily from a distaiice. 

It really was uot \vortli wliile to climb the tree, but Bird-bo; 
(ol-nif7~oZo~/ic~/~s scoi?zr/77s wfrcy7w) was wry anxious to see a young 
(‘row. alit1 I wrlit nl,. .Tutl#e of my surprise whcu a full grown Crow 



flapped off the nest and uncovered a single fresh egg! It was the 
female, nc\v to her duties, who clamored for food, and perhaps for 
sympathy, from her dallying lord. 

Once discoreretl the method proved tile touchstone of success. Al 
stealthy apr)ronch ~vas made later to another part of the colony 
:md three females were heard uttering the diuu@!r-err, rln(h), 

.Ln(h), dl?(IL). h luale Crow detected the ambuscade and shout- 
ed a warning, whereupon one of the brooders promptly subsided. 
Other birds, presumably males, came hurrying up and a general 
alarm was rouudetl. but one fciimle, a Fl)oiled tlarliug, inFisted u1wli 
haring attention from her reluctant mate. He, poor fowl, stood 

the teasiug as long as he could, then yielded at last in a moment of 
weakness and pnitl a surreptitious visit to a certain tr&OlJ, while 
tlic man took notes. Vlieli I found that the nest, perfectly con- 
c~~rled at :I height of sixty fe&. c.ollt:linctT a single greenisli blur 
clge. as imlrl;~culatc~ as a ILobin’s, I 1,nrdoned the youug husband’s 

intlul:enw. 
Never, all, i~c~er, does a man need the prophetic gift as when he , 

is gazing coTetouely, doubtfully, ~1,011 a “short” set. If ‘he takes 
it he lniows he will upbraid himself for liis incoutinence the rest 
ol’ his days. If he leaven it lie brares a thou?nnd miscliances, jays, 
squirrels, storms, work of all the jealous owiers tliemselves. Well, 
I took the latter altcmnti~-c, and u1,on returning ten days later, 
gazed into the emptiest nest 1 ercr saw 

It was notable also upon the’ later 75sit that thelrc was no more 
shouting of “Hew am 1” on the part nf the sitting birds. They 
had learned their lesson, 

Soiw~ II,T.r~ois Cn~m~nrs.--As far as I am able to gather, the 

Cardinal seems to be considered a rather rare bird about Chicago. 
The mengcr literature at my disposal classes it thus. and I hare 
heard it referred to by collectors as a “Capture” well worth while. 
In his “Birds of the Chicago Area,” Mr. F. M. Woodrub sums up 
the Cardinals’ status thus : 

“I ‘have heard of the Cardinal ,being taken in our 1)ubIic parks, 
and have myself secured one specimen, which shon-ed, however, 
unmistal~ablc signs of hariug been an escaped cage bird. Mr. J. 
Grafton Parker, Jr., has a specimen of this species which was 
taken at Kouts, Indiana, on December 11, 1803. Some years ago 
I found a nest of the Cardinal at River Forest, Illinois. Mr. 0. M. 
Schantz informs me that in the year 1904 there were two pairs 
nesting at Riverside, Illinois.” 


