
flapped off the nest and uncovered a single fresh egg! It was the 
female, nc\v to her duties, who clamored for food, and perhaps for 
sympathy, from her dallying lord. 

Once discoreretl the method proved tile touchstone of success. Al 
stealthy apr)ronch ~vas made later to another part of the colony 
:md three females were heard uttering the diuu@!r-err, rln(h), 

.Ln(h), dl?(IL). h luale Crow detected the ambuscade and shout- 
ed a warning, whereupon one of the brooders promptly subsided. 
Other birds, presumably males, came hurrying up and a general 
alarm was rouudetl. but one fciimle, a Fl)oiled tlarliug, inFisted u1wli 
haring attention from her reluctant mate. He, poor fowl, stood 

the teasiug as long as he could, then yielded at last in a moment of 
weakness and pnitl a surreptitious visit to a certain tr&OlJ, while 
tlic man took notes. Vlieli I found that the nest, perfectly con- 
c~~rled at :I height of sixty fe&. c.ollt:linctT a single greenisli blur 
clge. as imlrl;~culatc~ as a ILobin’s, I 1,nrdoned the youug husband’s 

intlul:enw. 
Never, all, i~c~er, does a man need the prophetic gift as when he , 

is gazing coTetouely, doubtfully, ~1,011 a “short” set. If ‘he takes 
it he lniows he will upbraid himself for liis incoutinence the rest 
ol’ his days. If he leaven it lie brares a thou?nnd miscliances, jays, 
squirrels, storms, work of all the jealous owiers tliemselves. Well, 
I took the latter altcmnti~-c, and u1,on returning ten days later, 
gazed into the emptiest nest 1 ercr saw 

It was notable also upon the’ later 75sit that thelrc was no more 
shouting of “Hew am 1” on the part nf the sitting birds. They 
had learned their lesson, 

Soiw~ II,T.r~ois Cn~m~nrs.--As far as I am able to gather, the 

Cardinal seems to be considered a rather rare bird about Chicago. 
The mengcr literature at my disposal classes it thus. and I hare 
heard it referred to by collectors as a “Capture” well worth while. 
In his “Birds of the Chicago Area,” Mr. F. M. Woodrub sums up 
the Cardinals’ status thus : 

“I ‘have heard of the Cardinal ,being taken in our 1)ubIic parks, 
and have myself secured one specimen, which shon-ed, however, 
unmistal~ablc signs of hariug been an escaped cage bird. Mr. J. 
Grafton Parker, Jr., has a specimen of this species which was 
taken at Kouts, Indiana, on December 11, 1803. Some years ago 
I found a nest of the Cardinal at River Forest, Illinois. Mr. 0. M. 
Schantz informs me that in the year 1904 there were two pairs 
nesting at Riverside, Illinois.” 
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Mr. Woodruff wrote the above Iin the fall of 1906 nud we see that 
at that time the Cardinal was looked upou as by no means a com- 

mou species. 11x3 it inrrensed about here during the past four 

years? If iiot it seems rcniarl~able that I sllould IlilVC wakled into 

their hiding l)lace the first hiug. Their name aljprars upon the 

first list of Snumler Birds that I made in Illinois! Aud I, a 

stranger in the Chicago ALlrCil, thought that I had seeu a “Common” 

bird ! 
I was following the bauk of the I~esplainrs River at River Forest. 

Illinois. when I heard a Cardinal whistle. I straightwa,v entered 

his name upon my list and lwsed on : without so ~nuch as a look 

at him. Back in the Delaware Valley he had ‘ever been a familiar 
feature in my lsliilncnpe~\~inter and summer-and I failed to rec- 
ognize in that old ~owilicrr chirp the chirp of a v-arc bird. I’erhaps 

these are the same River E’orest Cardinals that built the nest re- 
ferred to by Mr. \\‘oodruff, above? 

However that may be I found the Cardinals there on Juue I!), 

1!910, and saw them again on June 34, autl they were still about 

the sam’e woodlaiid ou October 30. 1010. It was a novel experience 
to meet this old bird friend iu :I new field and discorcr that he 
had risen from the rank of commonlrlnce to hold the exalted IJO- 
sition of a rarity. CEIRESWELI, J. HcNT’. 

mGRATION SOTHS p‘RO31 ~OK’I’HERS sE\l- .J1<asey.-1,ast Willter \VilS 

notable for its great scarcity of bird-lifr. Many of our 1)eriuaneut 
l,esidents were itinch scar(‘e? thau usual, or eutirely missing and 

at the same time, nOl~t~Jerl1 birds \vere cqnnlly hard to flud. 
The only northerii Fpecies that I saw more frequently thaii usual 

was the Northern Shrikc. l’erhnps that Inag, iii il measure, ac- 
count for the scarcity of some of the smaller birds. 

The ferocity of the bird cau be illustrated by an inc+tlellt I n-it- 
nessed on AInrch 12 of this Fear. Some Robins wrre ljicking \Tornls 
in a bush-grow1 field when I noticed that sonrethiug was alarming 
them: They gare their nlarni-call and flew up into the bushes. The 
cause of this disturbance was a Shrikc that had taken his statiou 
in a tree and WIS evidently looking for a meal. I did not suppose 
that he would attack a bird of his oxn size, but the contrary was 

the case, for when a Robiu flew out of a bush the Shrike was after 
him and actually struck at him, though the Robin escaped by fly- 
ing into some thick bushes. 

It was my pleasure, during the past winter, to record two very 
unusual occurrences-a Brown Thrasher seen ou ,January 2, and 
again on February 4, aud a Red-winged Blackbird on January 25. 

The warm weather of early March brought Bluebirds, Robins, 
Grackhes and Red-wings in unusual nunlbers. It also hastened the 


