PREFACE.

Twenty-two years of personal observation and five years
of close study of the literature of the subject of this paper,
is perhaps none too long for the object in view, namely the
inclusion in a single volume of the sum of our present knowl-
edge of the life history of the species. In its ninety-eight
vears of history, the Broad-winged Hawk has always been
considered rather rare, and for this, more than any other
reason, perhaps, it has received a far greater amount of at-
tention in a literary sense than the cxperience of the average
observer would scem to warrant. With chastened spirit, one
may trace many of the inaccuracies step by step back to the
original statement. Fven with the expectation of a vast
amount of reiteration, and the possession of the saving sense
of humor, the lack of originality of so manv writers in ref-
erence to this species is all too painfully evident. 1 therefore
point to the above in excuse for mwyy frequent sacrifice of
brevity in an honest endeavor to cite all statements in as
nearly the exact words of the observer consiztent to plain,
compreheusive language. This has been a co-operative work,
as well as a compilation of all the literature obtainable, and
the credit has been given in the text wherever it is due. 1
am greatly indebted to the following persons for notes,
specimens, excerpts, citations, photographs, or other assist-
ance:

Abbott, Alan Gerard. Brewster, L. 14.
Alexander, Chas. . Brimley, C. C.
Allen, Dr. Glover M. Brimley, 1, H.
Allison, Andrew, Burtch, Verdi.
Angell, Walter A, Carroll, J. M.
Arnold, Edward. Christy, Bayard H.
Arnow, Isaac F. Colvin, W, &,
Atkinson, Geo. E. Comeau, Nap. G.
Atwater, II. T Cooke, W. W.
Bacon, C, C, Crandall, C. W.
Bagg, Egbert. Crispin, Wm. B.
Bishop, Dr. Louis B. Currie, John D.

Bowles, J. . Davenport, Elizabeth B.
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Dean, R. H.
Deane, Walter,
Dille, Fred. M.
Drowne, Dr. I. P.
Dugmore, G. Radcliffe.
KEastgate, Alfred.
Kitrig, G.

Embody, G. C.
Bvansg, William B.
Ferry, John T.
Iisher, G. Clyde.
Fuertes, Louis A.
Halcs, Henry.
Hanpkinson, 1. L.
Harlow, Richard C.
Hess, Icaac L.
Hickox, W. S.
Holt, Ernest G.
ITowe, R. H., Jr.
Howland, Randolph II.
Hoxie, Walter J.
Hoyt, R. D.

Jacobs, J. Warren.
Jones, Tyuds.
Judd, Flmer T,
Kent, Geo, 1I.
Kimes, Rdward D.
Kirkwood, T©. C.

La Prade, Rev. Wm. H.

Laurent, I’hilip.
Law, J, Eugene.

Le Chasseur, A.
Tee, H. IN.
T.eibelsperger, W, I1.
Loomis, J. K.
MeKechnie, T, B.
Mercur. J. Watts, Jr.
Miller, Richard F.

Montgomery, Thos. IL., Jr.

Morgan, T. A.
Morris, Robert O.
O’'Conner, Haldeman.
Peabody, Rev. I’. B.
Pearson, T.eonard.
Pearson, T. Gilbert,
Pennoclk, Chas. J.
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Perry, Troup D.
Pierce, A. K.
Piers, Harry.
Poling, T. C.
Pope, E. F.
Price, A. L.
Rathbun, Samuel F.,
Rawson, Calvin L.
Read, A. C.
Roddy, . Justin,
Sass, ITerbert R.

Seton, Iirnest Thompson.

Shoemaker, IFrank H.
Short, KErnest H.
Smith, Austin Paul.
Smith, . W, Jr.
Smyth, Ellison A., Jr.
Sprague, William A,
Stansell, S, 8.

Steoey, W, W.

Stoune, C. I,

Stone, . D.

Swales, B. H.
Swayne, Norman H.
Swenk, Myron H.
Taverner, P. A.
Thaver, John E.
Todd. W. E. Clyde.

Townsend, Dr. Charles W.

Townsend, Wilmot.
Trostler, Dr. I. 8,
Tufts. H, F.
Verrill, A. Hyatt.
Visher, Stephen S,
Wayne, Arthur T.
Wetmore, Alex.
Widmann, O.
Willard, 13. G.
Williams, R, W, Jr.
Wentworth, Irving H.
White, Geo. 1.
Wisler, J. Jay.
Wood, J. Claire.
Worthen, Chas, K,
Wright, Albert H.

And particularly to Messrs. H. W. Beers, R. M. Barncs,
A. C. Bent, F. H. Carpenter, Owen Durfee, John H. Flan-
agan, James H. Fleming, Benj. T. Gault, Benjamin Hoag,

George S, Hamlin,

Harry S, Hathaway,

Ned Hollister,

Thomas H. Jackscen, A. B. Klugh, Arthur H. Norton, J. H.
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Riley, Chas. C. Richards, Chas, H. Rogers, Alfred C. Red-
field, I'. B. Spaulding, Robert P. Sharples, and Norman A.
Wood, for long continued aid and encouragement. I am
also indebted to the Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sci-
ences, Mercantile and Philadelphia Libraries for many of
my references, and to Mr. Witmer Stone for use of his files
of periodicals.

With a few exceptions, the methed of treatment requires
no further comment than the various sub-heads afford.
Ridgway’s “ Nomenclature of Colors” is the standard for
all color descriptions, and for obvious reasons the measure-
ments of skins are given in millimetres following the Eng-
lish inch and hundredth thereof, but for the nest and egg
measurements, the latter is employed exclusively because
consistency requires uniformity throughout ° Nidification,”
including distances from nest to ground. Knowing that the
metric system is practically meaningless to the American
oologist, it has been omitted. As far as the literature with
its often contradictory reports can be relied upon, suppli-
mented by the manuscript notes in which several state and
numerous county records are for the first time recorded, both
the past and present status of the species is indicated under
the head of “ Geographical Distribution,” which should be
used in conjunction with the “ Bibliography.” The import-
ance of the latter, if measured by the time and trouble it
took to secure the more than seven hundred titles, is not to
be told in words. The writer assumes the responsibility for
the correctness of all citations not otherwise accredited.
Palpably erroneous records are here corrected and with all
doubtiul ones, are excluded from the body of the work. In
conclusion T would beg that my studied omission of all per-
sonal titles which would involve tiresome repetition, should
not be attributed to a lack of respect and civility.

Frank L. BurNns.
Berwyn, Pa., Feb. 23, 1911.



