
PREFACE. 

Twenty-two J-zars of personal observation and five years 
of close study of the literature of thse sub’ject of this paper, 
is perhaps none too lon g for the object in view, namjely the 

inclusion in a single volume of the sum of our present ,knowl- 
edge of the life history of the species. In’ its ninety-Seight 
years of history, the Broad-winged Hawk has always been 
considered rathes rare, and for this, more than any other 
reason, perhaps, it has received a far greater amount of at- 
tention in a literary sense than the cxpcri~eiice, of the average 
observer would xem to warrant. \\;ilh chast,ened spirit, onle 
ma!- trace many of the il1accuracie.s stxep by step back to the 
original statement. Even with the expectation of a vast 
amount of rei:mcration. and th’e possession of the saving sense 

of humor, the lack c:f originality of so many wrikrs in re,f- 

et;ciice to this species is all too painfully evident. I therefore 

point to the above in excuse for my frequc,nt sacrificle of 

brevity ii1 an li[:nest endeavor to cite all slakments in as 

near11 the esact words of 1 he okrver consi,+:ent to plain, 

conil~rehensive language. This has b’een a co-operative work, 

as wc.ll as a compilation of all the literature obtainable, and 

the credit has been given in the text where,vcr it is due. I 
am greatl\- indebted to tk followii3g persons for notes, 

s ,ccimens, 1 e>tcerpts, citations, photographs, or other assist- 
ancc : 

hbbott, Marl Gerard. 
,Ilesander, Chas. I’. 
Allen, Dr. Glo~~er JI. 
Allison, hndre~. 
Angell, Walter a. 
Arnold, Edward. 
iirnow, Isaac F. 
Atkinson, Geo. E. 

.kt\\-ater. TI. 1’. 
Racon, C. C. 
Hagg, Egbert. 
Rishoy). Dr. Louis B. 
Ilo\~k’s, J. II. 

Brewster, E. Ii;. 
Brimley, C. C. 
Urimley, 11. II. 
Burt&, Verdi. 
Carroll, J. M. 
Christy, Rayard H. 
(‘0lYill. IV. S. 
Comeau, Nap. G. 
Cooke, TV\;. W. 
Crnndall. C. W. 
Crispin, km. R. 
Carrie, John D. 



Dean, IL H. 
Deane, Walter. 
Dille, Pred. M. 
Dromne, Dr. F. 1’. 
Dugmore, G. Radclifte. 
Eastgate, Alfred. 
li:itric. G. 
Embody, G. C. 
Evans, William B. 

Fislie;, G. Clyde. 
FuerteP, Louis A. 
Halts. IIeurr. 

Hess. Isaac 1% 
IIicl& TV. S. 
EIolt. Ernest G 
IIoke. It. H., Jr. 
IIon-hnd, R>rudoll)h II. 
IIoxie. TValtcr J. 
110)-t, R. 1). 
.Tacobs T. TT’:irren I, t 
,Jouex, J,yuds. 
Jutltl, Elmer ‘I’. 
Kent, Gee. II. 
Tiimes. lMw:lrd D. 

OY’onner, Hnldeman. 
I’eebod~, Rer. I’. B. 
Penwon, J,eonartl. 
Pearson. 1’. (:ilbert. 
I’eunoclc, Clias. J. 

l’erry, l’roup D. 
I’ierce, A. Ii. 
Piers, Harry. 
Poling, T. C. 
I’ope, E. F. 
Price. A. E. 
Rnthbuil, Samuel F. 
Rawson, Cnlrin I,. 
Rend. .\. c. 
Roddy, H. .Tustin. 
Sass;, IIerbert R. 
Seton, I<:rnest Thompson. 
Shoemaker, Frank H. 
Short. Ernest H. 
Rniitl;, ,lustin Paul. 
Smith, I’. TV., .Tr. 
Rlnytll. Ellison AY., Jr. 
Rpraque, William A. 
Stansell, S. S. 
Stoey. \I’. I\‘. 
Rtoue, C. 17. 
stow, I). I). 
Hwales, R. II. 
Swavnc Sormqn II. < 
Swehc, ’ Mrron I-1. 
Tarerner. P. A. 
‘lkl\e!‘, John E. 
Todd. W. E. Clvde. 
Townsend, Dr. “Charles TV. 
‘I’owi1send, Wilmot. 
‘l’rostler. Dr. I. 8. 
Tufts. I-I. F. 
\*errill, h. Hyatt. 

Wisler. .T. Jay. 
TVood, .T. Clniw. 
Wortlien, (‘has. I<. 
Wri:lit, Albert 1X. 

H. \Y. l3eers, R. 11. Runes, 

A. C. Iient. I;. H. Carpenter, Owen IIurfee, John H. Flan- 

a‘gan. James IT. Fleming. TLenj. T. Gault, Rmenjamin Haag. 

c Jeorg” S. TTamlin. Harry S. Hathaway, Ned Hollister, 

Thomas H. Jacltsm, A. R. Tilugh, Arthur H. Norton, J. H. 



Riltey, Chas. C. Richards, Chas. H. Rogers, Alfred C. Redd- 
field, I!. B. Spaulding, Rob’ert I’. Sharpl’es, and Norman A. 
Wood, for long continued aid and encouragement. I am 
also indebted to the Philadelphia :1cad’emy of Natural Sci- 
ences, Mercantile and Philadelphia Libraries for many of 
my references, and to Mr. VVTitmer Stone for use of his files 
of periodicals. 

With a few exceptions, the methcd of treatment requires 
no further comment than the various sub-heads afford. 
Ridgway’s “ Nomenclature of Colors ” is the standard for 
all color descriptions, and for obvious reasons the measurc- 
ments of skins are given in millimetres following the Eng-- 
lish inch and hundredth thereof, b’ut for the nest and egg 
measurements, the 1atte.r is Iemployed exclusively because 
consistency rcquir’es uniformity throughout “ Nidification,” 
including distances from nest to ground. Knowing that the 
metric systsem is practically meaningless to the ,4merican 
oologist, it has bceen omitted. ~1s far as the lite,ratune with 
its o’ften con’tradictory r,eports can bme relied upon, suppli- 
mentsed by the manuscript notes in which several statle and 
nume,rous county records are for the first time recocded, both 
the past and pr,es’ent status of the species is indicated under 
the head of “ Geo’graphical Distribution,” which should be 
used in con;junction with the “ Bibliography.” The import- 
ance of the, latter, if measur’ed by th<e time and tro’uble it 
took to secure the mor’e than1 seven hundr’ed titles, is not to 
be told in words. The writier assumes the responsibility for 
the corre,ctness of all citations not otherwise accredited. 
Palpably erro’neous r’ecords are h.ere correctled and with all 
doubtful onles, are excludled from the body of the work. In 
conclusion I would b’eg that my studi’ed omission of all per- 
sonal titles which would involve tiresome repetition, should 
not be attributed to a lack of respect and civility. 

FRANK L. BURNS. 

Berwyn, Pa., Feb. 23, 1911. 


